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Alissa  

Grade: 11 

“I would like to keep this book be-

cause I am also a poet, and it 

brings ideas to my own work. It 

gave a message in every poem. It 

has a hook that pulls me in.” 

Kenyatta  

Grade: 12 

“The most inspiring part of the 

book for me was the author’s  

positive self-esteem.” 

Marcella 

Grade: 11 

“The Black ...I really liked that  

poem. This poem is very im-

portant to some kids in this world 

and it will be power for them.” 

Nathaniel  

Grade: 12 

“I would definitely recommend this 

book to others. This book has the 

power to spark interest in all. I feel 

it has something for everyone.” 

Jaliese 

Grade: 12 

“I would like to keep this book be-

cause I liked the inspirational po-

ems. I learned something new af-

ter reading Far Out. I now see 

that there’s nothing wrong with 

being different.” 



Sherise 

Grade: 11 

“I would love to keep this book be-

cause it’s so positive and truthful!. 

I was very inspired by the poem, 

Black. Even though my skin is 

black, I am a child of God.” 

Andarais 

Grade: 11 

“I would recommend this book be-

cause it has some really good  

poems in it that explain life’s  

problems.” 

For more information on Beyond Basics,  

please visit our website at 

www.beyondbasics.org 

Ruth 

Grade: 11 

“The Lonely Leaf was very inspir-

ing. If you are alone, you still can 

have hope and you don’t have to 

rely on other people to make you 

happy.” 

Shallyse 

Grade: 11 
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“The poem The Lord Smiles 

taught me that a smile can 

change the world.” 


